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February 2006 Edition 

Upcoming Events: 
 

 
 
Badger State Winter Games Feb 4th & 5th at Nine Mile Recreation 
Area:  Volunteers are still needed to monitor check points on the cross country ski 
course and rest stops.  At this time we are looking for about 12 additional operators to 
provide adequate coverage at the event.  Interested parties should contact Jerry Graebel 
W9GLG for details.  Participants are urged to dress warmly and bring an HT with a fully 
charged battery and a backup battery if available.  Advance registration for volunteers at 
www.sportsinwisconsin.com is also needed if you are planning to participate at the event. 
 

 
Special Olympics Feb 11th & 12th at Nine Mile Recreation Area: 
Similar to the Badger State Games event, volunteers are needed to monitor check points 
and rest stops for cross country skiing on a smaller course.  Interested parties can contact 
Jerry Graebel W9GLG for details or registration. 
 

 
Annual WVRA Banquet: Saturday March 18th at the American 
Legion in Wausau:  Advance reservations will be needed.  Additional information 
will be sent within the next few weeks showing the menu and cost per person or couple.  
Tentatively, the event is being planned to include hors d’ouvres and a social hour 
followed by a steak and shrimp dinner and awards presentation.  As in past years, a cash 
bar will operate for the duration of the event, however the WVRA as always, requests 
that attendees consuming alcohol at the banquet designate a driver who is not consuming 
alcoholic beverages or request a ride home from the event if they are unable to drive. 
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Upcoming events (continued) 
 
Technician Licensing Workshop March 25 & 26, at the American 
Legion in Wausau:  The WVRA will again be sponsoring a Technician Level 
li censing workshop for anyone interested in obtaining their amateur radio li cense.  
Advance registration is required and class size is limited to the first 25 registrants.  The 
ARRL “Now You’re Talking:” is the required text and may be obtained at a discounted 
rate by contacting Myron Oestreich KB9STB by e mail , phone or in person.  Interested 
parties should contact Myron or any WVRA board member to register as soon as possible 
so textbooks may be ordered in advance.  The WVRA instructors recommend reading the 
text prior to the workshop, and using the workshop setting as a review for the test as well 
as a chance to obtain technical information and ask questions of experienced operators.  
A VE testing session will follow the workshop on March 26 for all li cense classes, and 
walk ins are welcome.  Technical questions can also be e mailed to instructors to be 
addressed at the workshop at instructors@wvraclub.org  

 
 
WVRA Board of Directors Election April 4th at the WVRA 
General Meeting: Members will elect seven individuals to serve on the WVRA 
Board of Directors for the 2006-07 term.  Membership renewal dues will also be 
collected at the meeting, $25. Single / $35. Family.  Any WVRA member in good 
standing is eligible to seek a board position.   
 

 
MS Walk April 30th at Marathon Park in Wausau:  Volunteers are 
needed to monitor check points and rest stops along the walking course, as well as mobile 
units to drive the course and transport participants who wish to stop without completing 
the entire walk.  Advance registration is required.  Operators who have participated in the 
past may receive registration materials by mail from the MS Society.  Please remember to 
note on the registration form that you wish to participate as a Ham Radio Operator .  
WVRA members who wish to participate in another capacity (i.e. First Aid, etc) must do 
so independently, not as part of the WVRA.  Our insurance coverage does not 
contemplate the offering or rendering of medical assistance whether or not a professional 
designation is held.  Also, members requesting to volunteer in a mobile unit, support aide 
group (SAG) vehicle must submit current proof of automobile insurance to the WVRA 
prior to the event.  Evidence of Insurance will be maintained in a file by the WVRA 
Treasurer and will be required for each vehicle participating in any WVRA event.  
Insurance information may be submitted to Lisa Rasmussen, KC9DOS at any time 
before the event.  Interested parties may contact Jack Klein N9LIA for additional 
information. 
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Articles & Updates 
 

Webmaster In Training:  You may have noticed some updates to the WVRA 
website recently.  If you have not seen it, please go to www.wvraclub.org and have a look.  
Our current webmaster Dave Levorson N9KNY has completed many updates he has been 
working on these past months.  With Dave’s hectic schedule, he is working on some 
additional updates, and will be helping train a new webmaster who will eventually take 
over maintenance of our site.  Mark Rasmussen, N9MEA has volunteered to learn the 
program and help update and maintain our website.  The WVRA would like to thank 
Dave for the hours he has spent on this project and Mark for volunteering to learn a new 
skill i n an effort to help out.  Former WVRA webmaster Scott Winter KB9PVI will also 
be helping provide training on this project.  Anyone who has ideas for content or layout 
of the site should contact Mark or e mail webmaster@wvraclub.org. 
 

 
Your Opinions Have Been Heard: Based on responses received in the WVRA 
suggestion box the last few months, the WVRA Board of Directors has begun to explore 
some additional activities and programs.  We received requests for events li ke foxhunts, 
and antenna building workshops.  Both projects are in the planning stages at this time.  
More information will be available once events are scheduled.  We have also received 
some great ideas for meeting programs and presentations to be scheduled in the future.  
Keep those opinions coming!  The suggestion box will be on the back table at each 
meeting. 

Nets offered by the WVRA: 

Wisconsin Valley Radio Association is currently hosting four nets.  If you have any 
question regarding the nets or would like to volunteer to run a net please contact Dennis 
Shawl, W9PBB 

Wednesdays at 7:30 pm on  147.135 (tone 114.8) - The Wednesday CW Net is a place to 
practice copy of Morse Code (CW) in preparation for the 5 WPM CW test and for the 
rusty fists to get back in practice. 

Wednesdays at 9 pm on  147.135 (tone 114.8) - The Wednesday night is a formal net for 
the purpose of selli ng, buying and making announcements and is immediately followed 
by The Rain Report. 

Thursdays at 9 pm on 444.100 (tone 114.8) - The Thursday night is an informal 
discussion net, normally open to general conversation with no agenda. 

Thursdays at 8 p.m. on 147.135 is a chance for the YL's in the area to meet on the air and 
have a general discussion.  The topic will vary from week to week.  
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WVRA Meeting Schedule: 

 
The WVRA holds a general meeting on the first Tuesday of each month at 7:00pm at the 
Marshfield Clinic Wausau Center Patio Room.  The meetings normally begin with a 
presentation or program related to amateur radio, followed by the general business 
meeting.  Participants are asked to park and enter on the west side of the building.   
 
The WVRA Board of Directors meets on the third Tuesday of each month at 7:00 pm at 
the Wisconsin State Patrol Headquarters Bldg.  Attendees are asked to park and enter on 
the south side of the building. 
 

 
Membership Information 

 
Who can join the WVRA?  Anyone!  Whether you are a licensed operator, interested in 
obtaining a license or just a person interested in amateur radio hobby the WVRA 
welcomes you!  The WVRA often participates in special events that allow individuals 
who are not licensed to experience amateur radio by working on the air with a li censed 
operator.  Annual membership dues are collected at the April meeting each year and are 
$25 single or $35 family.  Members can join anytime and we welcome prospective new 
members to sit in on our meetings and decide if you would like to join us as members.  
Interested parties may contact any WVRA member or board member for additional 
information. 

 
Our New Look 

 
The Wisconsin Valley Radio Association News & Notes is now the off icial newsletter of 
the WVRA.  Please contact Lisa Rasmussen KC9DOS, Newsletter Coordinator via phone 
or e mail at kc9dos@wvraclub.org with any comments or ideas for articles to be included 
each month.  Content of the newsletter is subject to review by the WVRA Board of 
Directors, however articles may be submitted by anyone and may be reproduced with 
consent of the WVRA Board of Directors.  We are currently seeking articles, project 
ideas, announcements or bulletins from anyone who has items to contribute.  We are also 
seeking your ideas for additional items you would like to see in the newsletter.  Ideas 
currently under consideration include a section where items can be listed for sale, a 
section where people can list items wanted to buy and a section that features a short 
interview with a different club member each month, so we can all get to know one 
another better.  Meeting minutes have also been requested to keep those who cannot 
attend meetings informed.  We are also considering a technical question & answer 
column to help solve problems people may be having with specific items.  Please send in 
your suggestions or materials for publication!  We welcome submissions from members, 
non members, other community service organizations and other amateur radio clubs as 
long as the material is relevant and appropriate for this format. 
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Why the Change? 
 
Due to some administrative issues, our former newsletter, “The Carrier” , which was 
created and personally owned by Myron Oestreich has been discontinued.  In an effort to 
simpli fy the newsletter while still keeping members informed, the WVRA has opted to 
produce the newsletter itself, eliminating the need to copyright its content and presenting 
an objective format.  Based on feedback received from members, the new format will not 
contain any editorial or opinion sections.  The WVRA would like to thank Myron for the 
time and effort he put forth in producing his newsletter in the past.  
  

If I Submit Material, What Happens? 
 

Materials received for publication will be reviewed by the newsletter staff for content.  
Every effort will be made to publish the material in its original form in the next available 
issue.  If an article needs to be edited or paraphrased for size or content, the original 
author will be contacted prior to publication and will be included in the editing process.  
The original author always has the right to withdraw their submission if he or she is not 
satisfied with the edited product.  Information and announcements featured in this 
newsletter may be posted to the WVRA website if appropriate and vice versa.  We will 
not take materials from other websites or organizations without requesting and obtaining 
permission to do so. If we are informed of an error, we will print a correction as needed 
or retraction if requested.  We will make every effort to give credit to authors for 
materials they submit to us.  If you submit material and wish to remain anonymous, 
please tell us so at the time of your submission. 
 

Who’s Who at the WVRA? 
 

The WVRA Board of Directors consists of 7 elected members who serve a one year term 
beginning and ending in April .  Our current Board of Directors is: 
 
President: Myron J. Oestreich, KB9STB 
Vice President: Mark Rasmussen, N9MEA 
Secretary: Trenia Oestreich, KC9ASL 
Treasurer: Lisa Rasmussen, KC9DOS 
Net Manager: Dennis Shawl, W9PBB 
Equipment Manager: Michael Martens, KB9VBR 
Public Education Director: Jerry Graebel, W9GLG 
   
Please feel free to contact any board member via e mail , phone or on local repeaters if we 
can be of assistance. 
 


