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January 2007 Edition 

Upcoming Events: 
 

New Year’s Eve Party December 31st, 2006:  Dennis Shawl W9PBB, has 
graciously offered to host a WVRA New Year’s Eve Party at his home in Wausau.  The 
event will begin at 5:30 pm.  Participants are asked to bring a snack to share and their 
own beverages.  Details about the event are also posted on the WVRA website.  
December 31st is also straight key night for CW.  Anyone interested in working CW at 
the party is welcome to do so.  Dennis will have some keys available, or participants are 
welcome to bring their own if desired.   
 

By Laws Revision Update and Voting January 2, 2007:  Over the past 
few months, the WVRA Board of Directors and the WVRA By Laws Review Committee 
has been working on some updates to the by laws to make the provisions more current 
and to correct outdated information contained on the present version.  The proposed 
revisions were e mailed to members for review in early December and options were 
discussed at the December general meeting.  A revised document outlining the proposed 
changes including those resulting from the group discussion at the meeting was e mailed 
to members on December 16th.  Anyone who did not receive this e mail i s asked to 
contact Mark Rasmussen N9MEA, WVRA President to request another copy.  There will 
be additional opportunity for discussion of changes at the January general meeting if 
needed.  Anyone with comments or concerns or anyone who cannot attend the January 
meeting who would like to vote by proxy, please e mail Mark at n9mea@wvraclub.org, 
or send your correspondence by mail to WVRA, PO Box 363, Wausau WI 54402-0363. 
 

Badger State Winter Games Feb 3 & 4, 2007:  The WVRA will again be 
assisting with communications for the Badger State Winter Games activities at Nine Mile 
Recreation Area.  Although many volunteer sign ups were received at the December 
general meeting, additional helpers are always welcome.  Interested parties are asked to 
contact Jerry Graebel W9GLG for information or to volunteer.  Participants are asked to 
dress warm as most of the volunteers are stationed outdoors on the course, and bring a 
portable radio with a spare charged battery if you have one. 
 

Special Olympics February 10 & 11, 2007:  The WVRA will be assisting 
Special Olympics this year by providing communications at Nine Mile Recreation Area.  
This event is similar to the Badger State Games, but conducted on a smaller course.  
Interested volunteers are asked to contact Mike Wild KB9DED for information or to 
volunteer at the event.  
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Articles & Updates: 
 

WVRA Board of Directors Welcomes New Treasurer:  The WVRA 
Board would like to welcome Jack Klein N9LIA to the position of Treasurer.  Jack was 
appointed in November following the resignation of former Treasurer Adrian Bourque 
KC9GRE.  The WVRA would like to thank Adrian for the time he served on the WVRA 
Board.  Jack will hold the off ice of Treasurer until April 2007. 
 

Christmas Parade Recap:  The WVRA would like to thank everyone who 
participated on our behalf at the Wausau Area Holiday Parade on December 1st.  Special 
thanks go out to Matt N9NMH & Kim Baumann and their sons Zachary & Kyle for 
donating the trailer and float building materials, and Dan Sharpee KB9RXA for helping 
Matt & Kim build the float.  Our winter themed float featured multiple decorated trees, 
deer and a snowman.  Although the weather was freezing, hundreds of spectators lined 
the parade route waiting for that first glimpse of Santa on the last float.  The WVRA 
joined with other local organizations to donate funds toward the purchase of candy to be 
distributed by the Wausau Are Events “elves” .  The collaborative donation for candy 
resulted in a 50% savings over our normal parade expense.  Thank you to all who 
volunteered their time and talents, you are appreciated! 

 
WVRA Seeks Award Nominees:  The time has come again for local amateurs 
to begin considering nominees for the WVRA awards to be presented at our annual 
banquet in March 2007.  The two awards offered are:  Ham of the Year (2006) and the 
Excellence in Amateur Radio award.  Ham of the Year is awarded annually based on 
participation in the amateur radio hobby for the previous year.  The Excellence in 
Amateur Radio award is intended to be a li fetime achievement type award and is 
presented as quali fied nominations are received during a nomination period.  The 
Excellence in Amateur Radio award is not guaranteed to be presented each year.  The 
nomination committee members for this year are: Jerry Graebel W9GLG, Michael 
Martens KB9VBR and Jack Klein N9LIA.  Watch for e mails from the committee and 
check the WVRA website for details as the nomination period approaches. 
 
 

January Meeting Program Announced:  The program for the January general 
meeting will be a demonstration of the mobile data communications equipment used by 
law enforcement agencies.  Mark Rasmussen N9MEA will facilit ate the demo.  If you 
have questions you would like to send him in advance to be answered at the program, 
please feel free to e mail them to him at n9mea@wvraclub.org. 
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Articles & Updates: 
 

Range on WVRA 2 Meter System Improving:  Since the WVRA 
relocated the 147.135 system to the Fox 55 tower in the town of Hewitt, we have been 
plagued with range issues.  Most of those issues should be improving dramatically very 
soon.   At the December general meeting during the “Bring and Brag” segment, Mark 
Rasmussen N9MEA showed a power point presentation on a project that he and Matt 
Baumann N9NMH have been working on since shortly after the relocation occurred.  
Between the two of them, they have secured enough parts, equipment and tower space to 
construct and put into service a multicast voting system.  The multicast voting system is 
initially set to include additional sites at Dancy, Bevent, Mosinee Hill , Aspirus Wausau 
Hospital and Brokaw.  The added sites are linked back to a voting receiver at the Fox 55 
tower site.  The voter then automatically selects the best signal received and retransmits it 
over the 147.135 transmitter at the Fox 55 tower and a transmitter on 146.865 at Mosinee 
Hill . 
 
The impact of this new system is that once all the sites are enabled, users should be able 
to get into our system from further away and many will be able to talk in on portable, 
which has been a continual problem in some areas and at some events.  The new system 
also has the expansion capacity for up to six more added sites in the future.   
 
The WVRA would like to thank Mark and Matt for their time and efforts as well as Jerry 
Graebel W9GLG and Michael Martens KB9VBR for assisting with the tower work that 
was needed to get the project going.  Mark and Matt were able to negotiate with many 
public and private entities for tower space at the added sites, many of which have backup 
power sources.  Mark is building and testing the radio systems for each site currently.  
The tower work has been completed at all of them, and at this point, Mark is planning to 
have the Mosinee Hill site (voting receiver and multicast transmitter) operational for the 
Badger State Winter Games and Special Olympics events in February.  Users at those 
events will t alk into the system on 147.735 and receive on 146.865 using an odd 
frequency split .  Each added site has its own coordinated frequency pair, however the 
user can li sten on 147.135 or 146.865, depending on where they are located to be sure 
they are hearing everyone’s traffic on the system.  Users should always transmit on 
147.735 to get into the satellit e voting receivers.  This will allow communication in the 
shadow of Rib Mountain and Mosinee Hill via portable from Nine Mile Recreation Area 
to pass over the geographical obstructions back to the Fox 55 tower location.  It is our 
hope that as each site becomes operational, the majority of the current nulls will be 
alleviated.  All sites are targeted to be functional before storm season for Skywarn nets.   
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Articles & Updates: 
 
Net Control Openings:  The WVRA currently has net control openings available. 
We could also use a few alternates to serve as net control operators if the regular operator 
is not able to do their net.   Interested parties may contact Dennis Shawl, W9PBB for 
information on open dates or to volunteer.   
 

 
WVRA Club Member Roster Available via E Mail :  Anyone interested 
in receiving the current club roster may request one anytime via e mail from WVRA 
Treasurer, Jack Klein N9LIA.  The roster has been removed from the website due to 
privacy concerns. 

 
 

Nets Offered by the WVRA: 

Wisconsin Valley Radio Association is currently hosting three nets.  If you have any 
questions regarding the nets or would like to volunteer to run a net please contact Dennis 
Shawl, W9PBB 

Wednesdays at 7:30 pm on  147.135 (tone 114.8) - The Wednesday CW Net is a place to 
practice copy of Morse Code (CW) in preparation for the 5 WPM CW test and to get 
back in practice if your skill s are rusty. 

Wednesdays at 9 pm on  147.135 (tone 114.8) - The Wednesday night net is a formal net 
for the purpose of selli ng, buying and making announcements and is immediately 
followed by The Rain Report. 

Thursdays at 9 pm on 444.100 (tone 114.8) - The Thursday night net is an informal 
discussion net, normally open to general conversation with no agenda. 

WVRA Meeting Schedule: 
 
The WVRA holds a general meeting on the first Tuesday of each month at 7:00pm at the 
Marshfield Clinic Wausau Center Patio Room.  The meetings normally begin with a 
presentation or program related to amateur radio, followed by the general business 
meeting.  Participants are asked to park and enter on the west side of the building.   
 
The WVRA Board of Directors meets on the third Tuesday of each month at 7:00 pm at 
the Wisconsin State Patrol Headquarters Bldg.  Attendees are asked to park and enter on 
the south side of the building. 
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Membership Information 
 
Who can join the WVRA?  Anyone!  Whether you are a licensed operator, interested in 
obtaining a license or just a person interested in the amateur radio hobby the WVRA 
welcomes you!  The WVRA often participates in special events that allow individuals 
who are not licensed to experience amateur radio by working on the air with a li censed 
operator.  Annual membership dues are collected at the April meeting each year and are 
$25 single or $35 family.  Members can join anytime and we welcome prospective new 
members to sit in on our meetings and decide if you would like to join us as members.  
Interested parties may contact any WVRA member or board member for additional 
information. 

 
 

Send In Your Articles and Ideas! 
 
The WVRA News & Notes is a publication of the Wisconsin Valley Radio Association.  
We welcome input and suggestions from members, non-members, other amateur radio 
clubs, non profit groups, etc. As well as articles, project ideas and announcements.  
Please try to have your materials submitted to Lisa Rasmussen KC9DOS by the 20th of 
each month for publication in the next edition.  

 
 

What Happens After Material is Received? 
  
Materials received for publication will be reviewed by the newsletter staff for content.  
Every effort will be made to publish the material in its original form in the next available 
issue.  If an article needs to be edited or paraphrased for size or content, the original 
author will be contacted prior to publication and will be included in the editing process.  
The original author always has the right to withdraw their submission if he or she is not 
satisfied with the edited product.  Information and announcements featured in this 
newsletter may be posted to the WVRA website if appropriate and vice versa.  We will 
not take materials from other websites or organizations without requesting and obtaining 
permission to do so. If we are informed of an error, we will print a correction as needed 
or retraction if requested.  We will make every effort to give credit to authors for 
materials they submit to us.  If you submit material and wish to remain anonymous, 
please tell us so at the time of your submission. 
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Contact Us! 
 

The WVRA Board of Directors consists of 7 elected members who serve a one year term 
beginning and ending in April .  Our current Board of Directors is: 
 
President: Mark Rasmussen N9MEA 
Vice President: Brent Schaefer K9MIX 
Secretary: Lisa Rasmussen KC9DOS 
Treasurer: Jack Klein N9LIA 
Net Manager: Dennis Shawl, W9PBB 
Equipment Manager: Mike Wild KB9DED 
Public Education Director: Charlie Harrold KC9FCE 
   
Please feel free to contact any board member via e mail , phone or on local repeaters if we 
can be of assistance. 


