Wisconsin Valley Radio Association News & Notes

January 2007 Edition
Upcoming Events:

New Yea’s Eve Party December 31%, 2008 Dennis Shawl W9PBB, has
gradoudy offered to hast aWVRA New Year's Eve Party at hishomein Wausau. The
event will begin at 5:30 pm. Participants are asked to bring asnadk to share and their
own beverages. Detallsabou the event are dso posted onthe WV RA website.
Deceanber 31% is aso straight key night for CW. Anyone interested in working CW at
the party iswelcome to do so. Denniswill have some keys avail able, or participants are
welcome to bring their own if desired.

By Laws Revision Update and Voting January 2, 2007. Over the past
few months, the WVRA Board of Directors and the WVRA By Laws Review Committee
has been working on some updates to the by laws to make the provisions more aurrent
andto corred outdated information contained onthe present version. The propaosed
revisons were emailed to membersfor review in ealy December and ogdions were
discussed at the December general meeting. A revised dacument outli ning the propased
changes including thaose resulting from the groupdiscusson at the meding was e mail ed
to members on December 16". Anyone who dd na recéve this e mail i s asked to
contad Mark Rasmussen N9MEA, WVRA President to request ancther copy. There will
be additional oppatunity for discusson d changes at the January general medting if
needed. Anyone with comments or concerns or anyone who canna attend the January
meding who would like to vate by proxy, please e mail Mark at n9mea@wvradub.aq,
or send your correspordence by mail to WVRA, PO Box 363, Wausau W1 544020363.

Badger State Winter Games Feb 3& 4, 2007 The WVRA will again be

asssting with communications for the Badger State Winter Games activities at Nine Mile
Reaeation Area Although many volunteer sign ups were received at the Decanber
general meeting, additional helpers are dwayswelcome. Interested parties are asked to
contad Jerry Gradbel WIOGLG for information a to vduntee. Participants are asked to
dresswarm as most of the volunteea's are stationed outdoars onthe @murse, and kring a
portable radio with a spare darged bettery if you have ore.

Spedal Olympics February 10& 11, 2007 The WVRA will be asssting
Spedal Olympics this year by providing communications at Nine Mile Recredion Area
Thisevent is smilar to the Badger State Games, but condwcted ona smaller course.
Interested vdunteers are asked to contad Mike Wild KBODED for information a to
voluntee at the event.
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Articles & Updates:

WVRA Board of Diredors Welcomes New Treasurer: The WVRA
Board would like to welcome Jadk Klein NOLIA to the position d Treasurer. Jadk was
appanted in November following the resignation o former Treasurer Adrian Bourque
KCI9GRE. The WVRA would like to thank Adrian for the time he served onthe WVRA
Board. Jadk will hald the office of Treasurer until April 2007.

Christmas Parade Recg: The WVRA would like to thank everyone who
participated on ou behalf at the Wausau AreaHoliday Parade on December 1st. Speadal
thanks go ou to Matt N9NMH & Kim Baumann and their sons Zadchary & Kyle for
doreting the trail er and float buil ding materials, and Dan Sharpee KBORXA for helping
Matt & Kim build thefloat. Our winter themed float feaured multi ple decorated trees,
dee and asnowman. Although the weaher was freezing, hundeds of spectators lined
the parade route waiting for that first glimpse of Santaonthelast float. The WVRA
joined with ather locd organizations to dorete funds toward the purchase of candy to be
distributed by the Wausau Are Events “elves’. The mllaborative donation for candy
resulted in a 50% savings over our normal parade expense. Thank youto al who
volunteeed their time and talents, you are gpreciated!

WV RA Seeks Award Nominees: The time has come again for locd amateurs
to begin considering nominees for the WVRA awardsto be presented at our annuel
banquet in March 2007. The two awards offered are: Ham of the Y ear (2006) and the
Excdlencein Amateur Radio award. Ham of the Yea is awarded annually based on
participationin the amateur radio holby for the previous year. The Excdlencein
Amateur Radio award isintended to be alifetime adievement type avard andis
presented as qualified nominations are recaved during a nomination period. The
Excdlencein Amateur Radio award is not guaranteed to be presented ead yea. The
nomination committeemembers for this year are: Jerry Graebel WIGLG, Michad
Martens KBOVBR and Jack Klein NOLIA. Watch for e mail s from the committee and
ched the WVRA website for detail s as the nomination period approades.

January Meding Program Annourced: The program for the January general
meding will be ademonstration d the mohile data cmmunicaions equipment used by
law enforcement agencies. Mark Rasmussen NO9MEA will fadlit ate the demo. If you
have questions you would like to send hm in advanceto be answered at the program,
pleese fed freeto e mail them to him at n9mea@wvradub.ag.
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Range on WVRA 2 Meter System Improving: Sincethe WVRA
relocated the 147.135system to the Fox 55tower in the town of Hewitt, we have been
plagued with range isues. Most of those issues shoud be improving dramaticdly very
soon. At the December general meeting during the “Bring and Brag” segment, Mark
Rasmussen NOMEA showed a power point presentation ona projed that he and Matt
Baumann N9NMH have been working on since shortly after the relocaion accurred.
Between the two of them, they have secured enough parts, equipment and tower spaceto
construct and put into service amulti cast voting system. The multi cast voting system is
initially set to include alditional sites at Dancy, Bevent, MosineeHill , Aspirus Wausau
Hospital and Brokaw. The alded sites are linked badk to avoting receiver at the Fox 55
tower site. The voter then automaticaly seleds the best signal received and retransmits it
over the 147.135transmitter at the Fox 55tower and atransmitter on 146865 at Mosinee
Hill .

Theimpad of this new system isthat once dl the sites are enabled, users shoud be ale
to get into ou system from further away and many will be aletotalk in on patable,
which has been a ontinual problem in some aeas and at some events. The new system
also hasthe expansion capadty for up to six more added sitesin the future.

The WVRA would like to thank Mark and Matt for their time and efforts as well as Jerry
Gragbel WIGLG and Michad Martens KB9VBR for asgsting with the tower work that
was nealed to get the projed going. Mark and Matt were ale to negotiate with many
pulic and private entities for tower space &the added sites, many of which have backup
power sources. Mark is buil ding and testing the radio systems for each site arrently.
The tower work has been completed at al of them, and at this point, Mark is planning to
have the MosineeHill site (voting receiver and multi cast transmitter) operational for the
Badger State Winter Games and Spedal Olympics eventsin February. Users at those
events will talk into the system on 147.73%nd receve on 146.865 sing an odd
frequency split. Ead added site has its own coordinated frequency pair, however the
user can listen on 147.85 or 146.865, dpending onwhere they are located to be sure
they are heaing everyone' straffic onthe system. Users shoud aways transmit on
147.735to get into the satellit e voting receivers. Thiswill allow communicaionin the
shadow of Rib Mourtain and MosineeHill via portable from Nine Mile Recredion Area
to passover the geographicd obstructions bad to the Fox 55 tower locaion. It isour
hope that as each site beaomes operational, the majority of the arrent nullswill be
aleviated. All sites are targeted to be functional before storm season for Skywarn nets.
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Net Control Openings: The WVRA currently has net control openings avail able.
We muld also use afew aternatesto serve & net control operatorsif the regular operator
isnat ableto dotheir net. Interested parties may contad Dennis Shawl, W9PBB for
information on on dates or to vdunteq.

WV RA Club Member Roster Available viaE Mail: Anyoneinterested
in recaving the aurrent club roster may request one awytime via email from WVRA
Treasurer, Jadk Klein N9LIA. Theroster has been removed from the website due to
privacy concerns.

Nets Offered by the WVRA:

Wisconsin Valley Radio Associationis currently haosting threenets. If you have any
questions regarding the nets or would like to vduntee to run a net please contad Dennis
Shawl, WOPBB

Wednesdays at 7:30 pnon 147.13%tone 114.8 - The Wednesday CW Net isaplaceto
pradice @py of Morse Code (CW) in preparation for the 5 WPM CW test and to get
badk in practiceif your skill s are rusty.

Wednesdaysat 9 pmon 147.135tone 114.9 - The Wednesday night net isaformal net
for the purpose of sdlling, kuying and making announcements and is immediately
followed by The Rain Report.

Thursdays at 9 pm on 444.100(tone 114.8 - The Thursday night net is an informal
discusson ret, namally open to general conversation with noagenda.

WV RA Meeting Schedule:

The WVRA hads ageneral meding onthefirst Tuesday of each month at 7:00pm at the
Marshfield Clinic Wausau Center Patio Room. The medings normally begin with a
presentation a program related to amateur radio, followed by the general business
meding. Participants are asked to park and enter on the west side of the buil ding.

The WVRA Board of Diredors meds onthe third Tuesday of each month at 7:00 pm at

the Wisconsin State Patrol Headquarters Bldg. Attendees are asked to park and enter on
the south side of the building.
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Membership Information

Who can jointhe WVRA? Anyone! Whether you are alicensed operator, interested in
obtaining alicense or just a personinterested in the anateur radio hotby the WVRA
welcomes youl The WVRA often participatesin speda eventsthat allow individuals
who are nat licensed to experience anateur radio by working onthe ar with alicensed
operator. Annual membership dwes are olleded at the April meding eat yea and are
$25single or $35family. Members can join anytime and we welcome prospedive new
membersto sit in on ow medings and deddeif youwould like to join us as members.
Interested parties may contad any WV RA member or board member for additional
information.

Send In Your Articles and I degs!

The WVRA News & Notesisa pulicdion d the Wisconsin Valley Radio Association.
We welcome input and suggestions from members, nonrmembers, ather amateur radio
clubs, non pofit groups, etc. Aswell as articles, projed ideas and annourcements.
Please try to have your materials submitted to Lisa Rasmussen KC9DOS by the 20" of
eat month for puldication in the next edition.

What Happens After Material is Received?

Materials recaved for publicaionwill bereviewed by the newsletter staff for content.
Every effort will be made to publish the material in its original form in the next avail able
iswe. If an article needs to be alited ar paraphrased for size or content, the original
author will be cntaded prior to puldicaionandwill be included in the aliting process
The original author always has the right to withdraw their submissonif he or sheis not
satisfied with the alited product. Information and annourcements feaured in this
newsletter may be posted to the WVRA website if appropriate and viceversa. We will
not take materials from other websites or organizations withou requesting and oliaining
permissonto doso. If we aeinformed of an error, we will print a correction as needed
or retraction if requested. We will make every effort to give credit to authors for
materials they submit to us. If you submit material and wish to remain anonymous,
plessetell us 0 at the time of your submisson.
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Contad Us!

The WVRA Board of Diredors consists of 7 elected members who serve aone year term
beginning and ending in April. Our current Board of Diredorsis:

President: Mark Rasmussn NOSMEA

VicePresident: Brent Schader KIMIX

Seqetary: Lisa Rasmussen KC9DOS

Treasurer: Jadk Klein NOLIA

Net Manager: Dennis Shawl, W9PBB

Equipment Manager: Mike Wild KBODED

Public Educaion Diredor: Charlie Harrold KC9FCE

Please feel freeto contact any board member viae mail, phore or onlocd repedersif we
can be of asgstance
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