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May 2006 Edition 

Upcoming Events: 
 

MS Walk April 30th at Marathon Park in Wausau:  Volunteers are still 
needed to monitor check points and rest stops along the walking course, as well as mobile 
units to drive the course and transport participants who wish to stop without completing 
the entire walk.  Members requesting to volunteer in a mobile unit, support aide group 
(SAG) vehicle must submit current proof of automobile insurance to the WVRA prior to 
the event.  Insurance information may be submitted to Adrian Bourke KC9GRE, WVRA 
Treasurer at any time before the event.   Currently we are looking for  about 5 or 6 
additional operators to help at the event.  Anyone who would like to help at the 
event needs to notify Jack Klein N9LIA no later than Saturday Apr il 29th. 
 

Upcoming Special Event Stations:  Wausau Whitewater Event: May 13th 
& 14th at Whitewater Park in Wausau, set up is typically located behind the Marathon 
County Library. 
A.R.M.A.D.: Amateur Radio Mili tary Appreciation Day May 27th at the VFW Post 
in Wausau.  This year’s event will i nclude an echolink conference which was not used 
previously.  Members interested in participating at either event may contact Jerry Graebel 
W9GLG for additional information. 
 

Amateur Radio Field Day June 24th & 25th 2006 at Sunnyvale Park 
in Wausau:  “ When all else fails…amateur radio.”  The WVRA will again be 
participating in Amateur Radio Field Day.  This is a chance to test our emergency 
preparedness, demonstrate various modes of operation, earn contest points, learn from 
experienced operators and meet other operators in person and on the air.  The concept of 
Field Day is to operate various modes of communication for 24 hours straight.  The 
WVRA attempts to accomplish this task without the use of any commercial electricity, 
simulating an emergency including a widespread power failure.  Members working the 
airwaves overnight will be allowed to camp on site at the park.  All amateur radio 
operators and their families are invited to visit the event and view the stations we have in 
operation even if you are not working on the air.  Additional details and times for set up 
and tear down of the equipment will be included in the June newsletter and on the 
WVRA website at wvraclub.org as the event approaches.  If you have suggestions or are 
interested in participating at the event, please contact Charlie Harrold KC9FCE, WVRA 
Public Education Director. 
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Articles & Updates: 
 
Net Controls Needed:  The WVRA still  has an opening for a net control for the 
5th Wednesday of each month.  Interested parties may contact Dennis Shawl, W9PBB for 
information or to volunteer. 
 

New WVRA Board Appointed: The WVRA appointed its 2006-2007 Board of 
Directors on Tuesday April 18th.  The new board is as follows: President: Mark 
Rasmussen N9MEA, Vice President: Brent Schaefer K9MIX, Secretary: Lisa Rasmussen 
KC9DOS, Treasurer: Adrian Bourque KC9GRE, Net Manager: Dennis Shawl W9PBB, 
Equipment Manager: Mike Wild KB9DED and Public Education Director: Charlie 
Harrold KC9FCE.  We welcome our new board members and thank those who have 
served in the past for their time and effort. 
 

Children’s Festival Update:  The WVRA hosted an exhibit at the Children’s 
Festival sponsored by the City of Wausau Marathon County Park Department on 
Saturday April 8 at Marathon Park.  Members were on hand to explain the concept of 
amateur radio to many kids and their parents.  Modes on display included slow scan 
television, morse code, voice and APRS.  Members participating at the event were: Jerry 
Graebel W9GLG and his wife Cindy, Lisa Rasmussen, KC9DOS, Michael Martens 
KB9VBR, Mike Wild KB9DED, Dennis Shawl W9PBB and Adrian Bourke KC9GRE. 
 

Licensing Workshop Grads Receive Call Signs:  A few new hams should 
be hitting the airwaves soon.  The seven individuals who attended the WVRA licensing 
workshop in March and passed the technician level exam, have off icially been issued 
their call signs by the FCC.  These new hams also receive a free first year membership in 
the WVRA for attending our workshop.  The new hams/club members are: Mary Kimball 
KC9JDX, Orval Quamme KC9JEA, David Hoff KC9JDZ, John Morange KC9JDV, 
Colli n Cusy KC9JDW, Barbara Cusy KC9JDY and Mykl Hensley KC9JDU.  We look 
forward to hearing them all on the air soon. 
 

Reminder: Membership Renewals Due:  Just a reminder, membership 
renewals for the 2006-2007 fiscal year are now being accepted.  Please send renewal dues 
payments to the WVRA at PO Box 363, Wausau WI 54402-0363 or bring them to any 
WVRA meeting.  Updated information such as e mail addresses, phone numbers, etc may 
be included with your renewal or forwarded to WVRA Treasurer Adrian Bourke 
KC9GRE to update our club roster.  Annual dues are $25 individual or $35 family, and 
money received is used to pay the continued expenses in operating the WVRA which 
includes our autopatch phone line connection, PO Box fee, insurance, systems 
maintenance, and club events.  The WVRA appreciates the continued support provided 
by our members. 
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Articles & Updates: (continued) 
 

 
WVRA 2M Repeater System 147.135 Approved for Skywarn Nets: The 
Marathon County ARES Group announced Monday April 24th that the WVRA 147.135  
2 meter system will be used as the primary local system for Skywarn weather spotter nets 
this season.  The 146.820 system will be used as the liason system to relay reports to 
NOAA weather in Green Bay.  As a reminder, if a severe weather net is activated on the 
147.135 system, users are asked to hold non emergency traff ic and traffic unrelated to the 
weather event in progress until the repeater is returned to normal operation by the net 
control operator. 
 
 

WVRA Member Close Up Feature: 
 Getting to know:  Mike Wild, KB9DED 

 
 
Dream Flight…Field Day…Special Olympics…Badger Games…Christmas 
Parades…Fundraisers…Tower Projects…Boy Scouts and the list goes on.  Chances are if 
it is a WVRA activity, Mike Wild, KB9DED has done it before.  Licensed in 1989, Mike 
says he started his adventure into the world of amateur radio li ke many others.  With a 
CB radio and a lot of great Elmers that helped him work his way to the Amateur Extra 
operator class.  He told us what he enjoys most about the hobby is the people involved 
and the fact that there are so many different things to experiment with.   
 
When he’s not busy helping others in his job as a sales associate at Home Depot, he can 
usually be found on the air or helping a fellow ham with a project.  From station set up to 
APRS, to antenna and tower projects, Mike is always willi ng to lend a hand to his friends 
and fellow hams.  His favorite WVRA events include Field Day, foxhunts, special events 
and APRS.  Mike has also had an active role in teaching prospective hams at the WVRA 
technician level li censing workshops and testing sessions. 
 
In addition to radio, Mike enjoys bicycling and volunteering at Stable Hands Therapeutic 
Riding, an organization that helps challenged individuals experience the joy of horseback 
riding.   
 
Now that spring is finally here, watch for Mike’s bicycle mobile APRS unit, which was 
recently on display as part of the WVRA exhibit at the Children’s Festival hosted by the 
local park department.  Many kids and their parents enjoyed tracking the movement of 
the bike at the event.  Mike was elected to the WVRA Board of Directors last month.  As 
a past president and having held multiple board positions over the years, we look forward 
to his input, knowledge and experience.   
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Nets offered by the WVRA: 

Wisconsin Valley Radio Association is currently hosting four nets.  If you have any 
questions regarding the nets or would like to volunteer to run a net please contact Dennis 
Shawl, W9PBB 

Wednesdays at 7:30 pm on  147.135 (tone 114.8) - The Wednesday CW Net is a place to 
practice copy of Morse Code (CW) in preparation for the 5 WPM CW test and to get 
back in practice if your skill s are rusty. 

Wednesdays at 9 pm on  147.135 (tone 114.8) - The Wednesday night net is a formal net 
for the purpose of selli ng, buying and making announcements and is immediately 
followed by The Rain Report. 

Thursdays at 9 pm on 444.100 (tone 114.8) - The Thursday night net is an informal 
discussion net, normally open to general conversation with no agenda. 

Thursdays at 8 p.m. on 147.135 is a chance for the YL's in the area to meet on the air and 
have a general discussion.  The topic will vary from week to week.  

 
WVRA Meeting Schedule: 

 
The WVRA holds a general meeting on the first Tuesday of each month at 7:00pm at the 
Marshfield Clinic Wausau Center Patio Room.  The meetings normally begin with a 
presentation or program related to amateur radio, followed by the general business 
meeting.  Participants are asked to park and enter on the west side of the building.   
 
The WVRA Board of Directors meets on the third Tuesday of each month at 7:00 pm at 
the Wisconsin State Patrol Headquarters Bldg.  Attendees are asked to park and enter on 
the south side of the building. 
 

Membership Information 
 
Who can join the WVRA?  Anyone!  Whether you are a licensed operator, interested in 
obtaining a license or just a person interested in amateur radio hobby the WVRA 
welcomes you!  The WVRA often participates in special events that allow individuals 
who are not licensed to experience amateur radio by working on the air with a li censed 
operator.  Annual membership dues are collected at the April meeting each year and are 
$25 single or $35 family.  Members can join anytime and we welcome prospective new 
members to sit in on our meetings and decide if you would like to join us as members.  
Interested parties may contact any WVRA member or board member for additional 
information. 
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Send In Your Articles and Ideas! 

 
The WVRA News & Notes is a publication of the Wisconsin Valley Radio Association.  
We welcome input and suggestions from members, non-members, other amateur radio 
clubs, non profit groups, etc. As well as articles, project ideas and announcements.  
Please try to have your materials submitted to Lisa Rasmussen KC9DOS by the 20th of 
each month for publication in the next edition.  
 

 
What Happens After Material is Received? 

 Materials received for publication will be reviewed by the newsletter staff for content.  
Every effort will be made to publish the material in its original form in the next available 
issue.  If an article needs to be edited or paraphrased for size or content, the original 
author will be contacted prior to publication and will be included in the editing process.  
The original author always has the right to withdraw their submission if he or she is not 
satisfied with the edited product.  Information and announcements featured in this 
newsletter may be posted to the WVRA website if appropriate and vice versa.  We will 
not take materials from other websites or organizations without requesting and obtaining 
permission to do so. If we are informed of an error, we will print a correction as needed 
or retraction if requested.  We will make every effort to give credit to authors for 
materials they submit to us.  If you submit material and wish to remain anonymous, 
please tell us so at the time of your submission. 

 
 

Contact Us! 
 

The WVRA Board of Directors consists of 7 elected members who serve a one year term 
beginning and ending in April .  Our current Board of Directors is: 
 
President: Mark Rasmussen N9MEA 
Vice President: Brent Schaefer K9MIX 
Secretary: Lisa Rasmussen KC9DOS 
Treasurer: Adrian Bourke KC9GRE 
Net Manager: Dennis Shawl, W9PBB 
Equipment Manager: Mike Wild KB9DED 
Public Education Director: Charlie Harrold KC9FCE 
   
Please feel free to contact any board member via e mail , phone or on local repeaters if we 
can be of assistance. 
 
 


